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ALLERDALE TRANSPORT IMPROVEMENT STUDY

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The Allerdale Transport Improvements Study identifies a range of 
transport measures including highway junction improvements and 
measures to encourage increased journeys on foot, by bike and by 
bus.

1.2 The Study which has been joint funded with Allerdale Borough Council 
is required to identify the infrastructure needed to support the delivery 
of the housing and employment sites in the Allerdale Local Plan. The 
Local Plan which covers the time period 2014 to 2029 has an essential 
role in delivering the sustainable development of Allerdale. 

1.3 Local Committee is asked to note the findings of the Allerdale 
Transport Improvements Study Report, set out in Appendix 1and 
support further scheme design. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership’s Strategic Economic Plan 
recognises the importance of Allerdale to Cumbria’s economy and 
emphasises the linkages the Borough has to its priorities around the 
energy and advanced manufacturing sector. The Allerdale Local Plan 
should support this role by identifying key development sites and 
ensuring necessary infrastructure can be delivered.

2.2 The Transport Improvements Study by identifying measures to help  
bring forward development sites is strongly aligned to one of the key 
priorities of the Council Plan and Allerdale Area Plan namely to 
promote sustainable economic growth and create jobs.  



3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Allerdale Local Committee note the Allerdale Transport 
Improvements Study Report which is attached as Appendix 1 and offer 
support for further scheme design. 

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Allerdale Borough Council as the Local Planning Authority has a statutory 
responsibility to prepare a Local Plan. When adopted this will be used to 
guide development and inform planning decisions in Allerdale Borough. 
Allerdale Borough Council is to produce the Publication Draft of its Local 
Plan in September 2018. 

4.2 The Local Plan will have an essential role in delivering the sustainable 
development of Allerdale. It will achieve this by identifying both a strategy 
and land for the homes and jobs needed to meet future needs. In total, land 
for 1,913 dwellings and 70 hectares of employment has been identified. To 
ensure the Local Plan is effective in delivering these sites it will need to be 
underpinned by robust evidence. 

4.3 Evidence on the infrastructure impact of growth is an important consideration 
in the development of the Local Plan.  In line with the provisions set out 
within the joint statement of intent (through which our councils agreed to 
work together on the planning and delivery of infrastructure), Cumbria 
County Council and Allerdale Borough Council are closely engaging to 
ensure the infrastructure needed to support delivery of the Local Plan can be 
identified and that a delivery strategy is put in place.

4.4 In order to ensure the robustness of evidence Allerdale Local Committee 
agreed to joint fund, with Allerdale Borough Council, an Allerdale Transport 
Improvements Study which would identify possible transport improvements 
that could support the Local Plan implementation over the plan period 2014 
– 2029. Consultants WSP were appointed to undertake this study.

4.5 The work was informed by transport modelling undertaken by Cumbria 
County Council. This identified locations on the highway network where 
congestion is forecast to increase with proposed Local Plan development.  

4.6 Following the engagement of Allerdale Local Committee on 5 February 2018 
the Allerdale Transport Improvements Study has been prepared for review 
and final comment by Local Committee (see Appendix 1).

4.7 The report identifies :

 Potential junction improvements. 
 A range of transport improvements for walking, cycling and bus users. 

 



4.8 While robust schemes have been identified, there is no funding to deliver the 
schemes at present.. This means scheme delivery will be a key challenge. 
To overcome this, developer contributions, like planning obligations under 
Section 106 Agreements and Section 278 Agreements, will need to be 
maximised  Where there is a shortfall in developer funding the County 
Council will seek to work closely with Allerdale Borough Council to apply for 
funding through external sources. To support this process further scheme 
design will be important.

4.9 Following this meeting the Allerdale Transport Improvements Study Report 
will be finalised and used by Allerdale Borough Council to provide an 
evidence base for the Local Plan.  

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 The Local Committee note the draft Allerdale Transport Improvements Study 
Report which is attached as Appendix 1 and to offer support further scheme 
design.

5.2 The Local Committee note the draft Allerdale Transport Improvements Study 
Report and provide feedback on further recommended changes.

5.3 The Local Committee note the draft Allerdale Transport Improvements Study 
Report but do not support further scheme design.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no direct financial implications of the recommendation within this 
report.  

6.2 However potential transport improvements identified within the Report are 
currently unfunded and funding would need to be identified before any work 
could go ahead. 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no direct legal implications arising from the recommendations  
proposed however, once adopted, the Allerdale Borough Council Local Plan 
will have implications for the planning applications made in the area covered 
by the Local Plan. Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act  2004 provides that planning applications must be determined in 
accordance with the development plan unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise. Therefore the opportunity to have input at this early stage 
to the evidence base for any transport implications for development 
proposed in the Local Plan is highly desirable to ensure the Council’s 
objectives for economic growth, infrastructure and service delivery and 
environmental protection are supported  



7.2 Under Part 2D, paragraph 2.4(q)(vi), of the Council’s Constitution, Local 
Committees is able to determine and deliver, within agreed budgets, 
programmes for priority transport improvement schemes and principal road 
structural maintenance schemes.  

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 In order to support the development of the Allerdale Local Plan it is very 
important that suitable infrastructure is delivered to ensure the sustainability 
of development.

8.2 The Allerdale Transport Improvements Study Report has identified a 
package of measures required to support future growth plans in Allerdale to 
2029. The improvements identified will be vital to the future development of 
Allerdale and the views of local members are important.

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director- Economy and Highway 

20 March 2018

APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Allerdale Transport Improvements Study Report by WSP

Electoral Division(s): All

Executive Decision Yes 

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

NoHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

NoHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?



PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

Report to Allerdale Local Committee, 10 July 2017, Allerdale Transport 
Improvements Study. 

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers

REPORT AUTHOR

Allan McNicoll, Infrastructure Planning Officer, Economy and Highway Services,
E’mail : Allan.McNicoll@cumbria.gov.uk
Tel : 07766990899
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